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Trends of the Wood Based Panel Industry

CHEN Xu-he

International Centre for Bamboo and Rattan Beijing 100102 China

Abstract  Wood-based panels combine the economic and ecological benefits of the renewable wood re-
source with the tailored properties of a modern composite. After reviewing the present status and prospect of
the wood based panel industry thoughout the world the author suggests that in response to the economic
globalization and China’s entry into the WTO the Chinese wood based panels industry should follow the
sustainable development principle better understand the forest improve the management of operations re-
cycle more and pollute less make better use of the forest resources so as to enhance its international com-
petitiveness to supply customers better products and services at lower cost.
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Tab.1 Key panel characteristics
OSB MDF
12 mm x 150 mm <6 mm
PF UF MUF PF MDI UF MF MDI UF MDI
LVL
/mm 6 ~31.5 6~19 6 ~32 6 ~38 57 5~38 75
i 7k 4502500 400 ~ 880 580 ~700 642;0800 640 ~ 800
/%** 0.5 0.5 0.65 0.88" 0.9
* C. C. Publications NGM International FCC
1.1.1 EU/EFTA
2002
2 990 m’ 2001 0.
2% 2 720 m’ 2001 2%
OSB 2002 2001 17% 160 European Panel Federa-
m’ 160 m’ tion
110 m’ 0SB
2000 OSB
75% 20%
MDF 2002 850 m’
OSB MDF
MDF
0.7% 590 m’ 9 % MDF 0SB
24% 2003
2002 1.1.2 EU/EFTA 34
1% 340 m’
8.8% 2002 MDF 2002 46%
58%
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2004 EN 13986 2004
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2002 563.6 m’ 1999
158.3 m’ 9.4% 24% 2003
12.4% 1998—2002 OSB OSB 2002
160 OSB 90% OSB
m’ 270 o’ 74% 2020 o
76% OSB
62% 92% 2002
24.2 m' MDF 0SB 2002 20 o
2002 MDF 28.6 m’ OSB 2003
0SB 7 MDF OSB
2002 2002
180 m’ 1998 64% 0SB
1998 57% 2 2002 1 25
1998 2002 m’ 60% 11.5 m’
15%
2 2
Tab.2 Production export and consumption of wood based
panels in the Commonwealth of Independent States CIS MDF 2002 MDF 2001
1998 2000 2002 A 99
/ m 156.8 233.5 273.2
/  m 10 13.5 16.5 MDF
/ m 170.6 242.9 299.5 2003—2004
MDF m? 8.8 21.5 28.6
m? 62.9 89.6 103
/ w 17.3 27.9 24.2
/ m 50.7 71.5 97.2 2002 0SB
/  m 110.2 148.4 180.8
/ m 73.6 97.4 115.7 1.1.5
/ w 39.5 54.8 68.2
2003  UNECE/FAO
2004 708. 3
m’ 197.4 m
3
100 m 2002 770 w199
1.1.4 2001 4.5% 2003 475w’
17.3 47. 6%
2002 39.5% 7.4%
3
2002 3.7% 2003
3 2 9200 m’ 1.0
Tab.3 Production export and consumption of wood based 0%
panels in North America 2003 41.5 o 1.317
2001 2002 2001—2002 2003 2004  2003—2004
/ m / m % /S m / 0m % 30. 8%
549.81 561.98 2.2 567.63 569.10 0.3 17.7% 16.3% 15.6%
157.29 175.09 11.3 172.59 173.85 0.7
137.92 141.19 2.4 139.60 141.03 1.0
569.18 595.88 4.7 600.62 601.92 0.2
2003  UNECE/FAO 2010 m® 3
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2003 35.4  t 1. 682 m’ 8 642.46 m’ 5 645.35
1999 20% m’ 652.39 m’
1321.84 mw? 564.54 m® 3
MDF MDF 2000 2000 m’
2
¢ 3 /
1.2 217 3 49 2005
/
1 450 180 m’
2
2010 45 mw’ 60 m’
3
2002 660 m
4 2010 8%
MDF
0SB
5
2 6
55
20 90
1
2008 2010
3 000
2003 4553.36 m’
2102.35 m’ 85.19%
1128.33 w’ 47.03% 547.41 2
m’ 48.23% 775. 27
m’ 617.24 m’ 173. 14 15
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